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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following itemsr 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention — — — 

Reasoned statement under Rule'43Efe.1 (a)(i) with regard to. nov elty^nvent ive step or industrial 
applicability; citations^and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 



Box No. I 

□ BoxNo.jl 
SI BoxNoJH 

□ Box No. IV 
S Box No. V 

□ Box No. V! 

□ Box No. VII 

□ BoxNo.VIll 



Certain observations on the international application 



2. 



FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made this ^^^^^^ K ^^ * here 

written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ( (PEA ). Ho h ^ e n ^ 

the aDD licant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has ^otifed the 

Mb^S^^J^bt^b 66.1 b/s(b) that written opinions of this Internat.onal Searching Authority 

will not be so considered. 

if »hi« nnlnion is as orovidetfabove, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
«!^* STIE? PFA ^written TreoN 'tooether where appropriate, with amend ments.bef ore the exp.ration of three 
monts I ^j^Wrf^^ F^SA^otUk; the expiration offe months from the pnonty date, 
whichever ex'pires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTyiSA£20. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/001590 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion"fias~been established on the basis of the international application in. 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international searcn 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

■ 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 



□ in romputer readable form 

~_ jc. time of filing/furnishing: - . . _ _ 

□ contained jn the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application^ computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

i n In addition in the case that more than one version or cop^of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
3 * ° ha^?M?MhS required statements that the information^ 

copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 

appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment ol opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability ■■ — 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
l_ claims Nos. 5,13,20 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



_ 



□ 

□ 
□ 



□ 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 5,1 3,20 are 
so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

the claims, or said claims Nos.. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

the nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions irrthat: 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fc/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement \ 



Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Yes: 
No: 


Claims 
Claims 


1-4,6-12,14-19,21,22 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 
No: 


Claims 
Claims 


1-4,6-12,14-19,21,22 

« 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 
No: 


Claims 
Claims 


1-4,6-12,14-19,21,22 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III. 

Claims 5, 13 and 20 referto an "epidemic dissemination process". This term is vague 
as its real scope is obscured. A claim to such a relative feature is thus not clear in its 
scope and thus not sufficiently defined (Article 6 PCT). 

Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 02/35997 A (COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION; WILSON,) 1 0 May 2002 (2002-05-1 0) 
D2 : EP 1 1 93 921 A (HARRIS CORPORATION) 3 April 2002 (2002-04-03) 
D3 : WO 01/58131 A (BANDWIZ, INC; YOSEF, YUVAL; NEERMAN, HAIM; 

RAJWAN, DO RON; AYAL, EDAN) 9 August 2001 (2001 -08-09) 
D4 : WO 01/99348 A (BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS PUBLIC LIMITED 

COMPANY; RIZZO, MICHAEL; BRI) 27 December 2001 (2001-12-27) 



2." Document D1 , whichis considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): _ 
A decentralised network in which a relay receives files and forwards 
'these. Its application is in sensor networks. Files or events are transmitted 
^ from the sensors to a centralized data base, an assessment center, where 
the data from the sensors is analysed. 

From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs in that relays do not only 
communicate with the central data base , but also with each other. Thus events can 
then be redistributed to other sensors or detectors. Additionally, to.save capacity in 
the network, events are bundled and compressed for transmission between the 
relays. _ ~zs=~ 

2.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 
"The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded-as: 
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- 

How to allow distributed data bases or assement centers to analyze the data in an 
efficient way. — " ~ 

2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

To have a transparent relay layer in the network for efficiently transmitting events 
betweenihem is not disclosed by the prior art. 

2.3 Claims 2-4 and 6-7 are dependent on claim 1 and as such alscrmeet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step^ 

2:4 Claims 8-12, 14-19, 21 and 22 are related to the same features in different categories- 
of claims. They are thus alscTnovel and inventive. ^ 

3. Document D2 discloses the conglomeration of files and their compression to save 
bandwidth in a radio network, but it relates to radio only transmissions over a link. 
Relay devices are not mentioned, in particular it is not mentioned to use the 
conglomeration and cmpression only between relays. Thus a combination with D1 is 
not immediately obvious, as the direct combination would lead to a more efficient 
collection of information, but not mention the fact of distributing the messages to 
other entities than the central server. 

D3 also mentiones the possibility to group messages together and to compress them 
for transmission, but in a client server scenario. The virtual relay layer is not 
indicated. 

Document D4 is the state of the art acknowledged by the applicant in the description. 

4. The application is further industrially applicable. 
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